
John Counts of Glade Hollow 
Sketch by E. J. Sutherland 

 
1931 View of John Counts' Farm in Glade Hollow 

 
 
This speech was presented by Judge Elihu Jasper 
Sutherland at the Counts Reunion in 1948 in 
Glade Hollow.  It is reprinted here from his book, 
"Some Descendants of John Counts of Glade 
Hollow (Southwest Virginia) 1722-1977" with 
permission from his son. Despite ongoing 
research, since the writing of this sketch, nothing 
more is known about John Counts.  Judge 
Sutherland's research is still the standard we look 
to today to find information not only about this 
patriarch of our family, but also about his 
daughter, Mary "Mollie" Counts, and her 
husband, our "Hessian" ancestor, Jacob Rasnick.  
The Rasnick-Rasnake-Rasnic Family, along with 
many allied families of SW Virginia are, and will 
continue to be, extremely grateful to Judge and 
Hetty Sutherland, and their son Bill and his wife  

 
Toy, for their contributions in preserving and 
sharing the genealogy of these fine old Virginia 
pioneer families. ~ Marie Rasnick Fetzer 
 
We are meeting today on an appropriate occasion.  
The place and purpose hold hallowed and 
remarkable drama.  This spot is the final resting 
place of the mortal remains of John Counts of 
Glade Hollow and of Mary Magdeline Counts, his 
wife, and the purpose of this meeting is to add our 
feeble tribute and contribution to the memory of 
our common Counts progenitors. 
 
John Counts of Glade Hollow is the earliest 
known ancestor of the Countses of Southwest 
Virginia.  The large number and the solid 
character of his descendants make him an 
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important personage in the pioneer annals of this 
section of Virginia.  This is equally true of his 
wife, who braved the dangers of the early frontier 
of Virginia with her husband to make this their 
homeland late in life. 
 
This John Counts, if known to some of us at all, is 
at most a faint, legendary person, and we have 
little knowledge of where he lived, what he did, or 
what kind of man he was.  I will attempt to reach 
into the fragmentary records and traditions 
concerning him and bring forth from the dim and 
forgotten past the figure of a man who looms 
large in the ancestral life of the Counts Family.  
At one time he lived heartily and roamed over the 
hills and valleys among which we now assemble.  
He lived out a long life, filled with the joys, the 
sorrows, the hopes and ambitions of the average 
American of his day.  I would like to be able to 
bring him back, in your mind's eye, to stand here 
before you in his pioneer habiliments to smile at 
you and to say: "Well done, my children!" 
 
Nothing is definitely known of his ancestry, birth, 
relatives or early life.  Family tradition is strong 
that he was "Black Dutch", which means that he 
was of Germanic origin.  The place of his nativity 
is likewise unknown.  It is possible that he was a 
descendant of some immigrant from the Rhine 
Palatinate, who came over to Pennsylvania, and 
later drifted down with the south-moving tide of 
migration into the Valley of Virginia during the 
eighteenth century, where we first find him.  
There were numerous immigrants of the name K-
U-N-T-Z (the old Germanic form of COUNTS), 
and its various spellings.  Several of them became 
settlers in the Shenandoah Valley at an early date.  
It is also possible that our John Counts of Glade 
Hollow was a descendant of Joseph Kuntz (or 
COUNTS, as he spelled his name in his will in 
1730), who came from Germany to Germanna, 
Virginia, in 1714. 
 
The earliest known record of our John Counts is 
in Frederick County, Virginia.  On February 9, 
1764, in a civil suit on an attachment in that 
county by John Counts against John Stacey, the 
jury found that "...the defendant (Stacey) hath 
assumed upon himself in manner and form as the 
plaintiff (Counts) hath declared and they do assess 
the plaintiff's damages by occasion of the non-

performance thereof to be Six Pound Eleven 
Shilling & nine pence besides his costs."  Was this 
the same John Stacey later found in Russell 
County transferring his entry of 50 acres of land 
in Glade Hollow to John Counts in 1791? 
 
In August, 1765, John Bumgarner conveyed to 
John Counts, both of Frederick County, Virginia, 
270 acres more or less on the west side of 
Hawksbill Creek, which tract Bumgarner received 
by patent from Lord Fairfax's office, July 2, 1761, 
the consideration paid by Counts being five 
shillings current money of Virginia paid in hand.  
References by John Counts to this tract in later 
deeds provide the strongest and most conclusive 
evidence that John Counts of Glade Hollow lived 
in the Shenandoah Valley as early as 1765. 
 
The records of Frederick County are incomplete, 
and no other reference to John Counts has been 
found in them.  He evidently continued to live on 
the Hawksbill Creek in Frederick County until the 
new county of Dunmore was struck off from 
Frederick in 1772, and John Counts' home was 
included in the new county, which took the name 
of Shenandoah County in 1776.  In 1881 the new 
county of Page was established and the old 
Counts home on the Hawksbill became a part of 
Page County.  The old Counts home-farm is 
located about three miles northwest of the town of 
Luray and about one mile south of the mouth of 
Hawksbill in Page County. 
 
The records of Dunmore County show that, on 
April 27, 1773, Matthew Maddux and his wife 
Eve Maddux (who was the eldest daughter of 
John Counts of Glade Hollow), executed a deed to 
Abram Strickler for 200 acres, a part of the 
description of this tract being in these words: 
"thence running with a line that Thomas Hurst and 
John Counts made."  John Counts and Magdeline 
were recorded as the parents of Christine, 5 
months old, baptized August 22, 1773. 
 
Unfortunately most of the County Court records 
of Shenandoah County are missing, thereby 
removing the best source of information about the 
early court proceedings in that section.  However 
the deed books and some other records contain 
certain valuable data about our John Counts. 
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On August 23, 1783, Christian Bumgarner, for ten 
pounds current money of Virginia, conveyed to 
John Counts a tract of two acres on Hawksbill. 
 
In the court files at Woodstock, the county-seat of 
Shenandoah County, has been found the marriage 
bond of Philip Counts (spelled "COUTS"), to 
Anna Kiser.  This bond shows that they were 
married August 22, 1785.  Jacob Raresnake, a 
brother-in-law of Philip Counts, was the surety on 
this bond. 
 
John Counts' name appears in the first tax list of 
Shenandoah County taken in 1782, and it is 
shown in each year's list thereafter through 1789.  
He was assessed with from three to four horses 
and from four to eleven cattle each year.  He was 
also assessed with 270 acres of land. 
 
The last record of John Counts found in 
Shenandoah County was a deed which was signed 
by mark as "John Couts".  It was dated August 22, 
1789, and conveyed to Sinnet Young 248 acres of 
land, described as land conveyed by John 
Bumgarner to "John Couts" by deed dated August 
6, 1765.  The consideration was 230 pounds.  I 
have not yet found any record to which John 
Counts of Glade Hollow signed his name.  All 
records found show his name by mark, and it is 
spelled variously.  In the deed to Young, as in the 
certificate for the marriage of his son, Philip, to 
Anna Kiser, his surname was spelled "Couts".  
His wife's name in this deed is stated to be Mary, 
but she did not sign the deed, and a dedimus was 
awarded to take her acknowledgement.  She 
evidently could not go to the Court House to sign 
or acknowledge this deed.  Was she sick at home 
or had she already gone west to the new frontier 
in Russell County?  There is nothing found on 
record to show that she ever signed and 
acknowledged this deed, though she lived twenty-
five years longer. 
 
John Counts of Glade Hollow was a true pioneer.  
He could not be satisfied to stay in a thickly 
settled section.  He wanted more room, and he 
sought to find it on the borders of the advancing 
white settlements.  This characteristic of the old 
German wanderlust has appeared again and again 
in many of his restless descendants.   
 

He at length tired of the crowding Valley of 
Virginia and, having heard of the rich lands on the 
Clinch in the far backwoods from some of his 
former Shenandoah neighbors, particularly the 
Kisers and the Kelleys, he determined to move to 
this new land of plenty.  So he left the Valley of 
the Shenandoah for the Valley of the Clinch.  We 
should remember fierce Indians made their 
murderous raids on the Clinch even after he came 
here. 
 
Four of John Counts' eight children came to 
Russell County.  The tax records indicate that his 
son John Counts came in 1787, and in the same 
year the Russell County tax records contain the 
name of Henry Willard, who married Elizabeth 
(Lissey) Counts.  They may have migrated 
together, but Willard could have arrived first.  The 
Russell County tax lists for 1789 do not show the 
name John Counts, Sr., or Jacob Rasnake, or 
George Counts, but the next year (1790) the 
names of John Counts, Sr., and Jacob "Raresnake" 
appear.  George Counts' name appears later.  We 
can therefore be fairly certain that John Counts of 
Cleveland and Elizabeth Willard came to Russell 
County in 1787, and that John Counts, Sr., Mary 
Rasnake and George Counts came in the latter 
part of 1789 or early 1790.  The names of John 
Counts, Sr., and Jacob Rasnake were first listed 
for taxes on March 19, 1790. 
 
John Counts did not convey in his deed to Sinnet 
Young in 1789 all his Hawksbill farm.  He kept 
part of it and left his son Philip on it when he 
moved westward.  Later he made Philip a deed for 
this land.  On September 5, 1936, I visited this old 
farm for the first time.  I found it had long since 
left the ownership of the Counts family.  It was 
divided into two smaller farms by Philip Counts.  
One part belonged to Mrs. Florence E. Cameron 
and the other part, on which was located the old 
John Counts home, belonged to the heirs of 
Charley Mauk in 1936.  On the Mauk tract I found 
an old graveyard, which Mrs. Cameron told me 
was the old Counts graveyard.  It was unenclosed 
and grown up with rank weeds and locust trees, 
one of which was about three feet in diameter.  
Several rough limestone headrocks were found, 
but none of them had any inscriptions. 
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Our present best source of information about the 
old wanderer in his new homeland is the court 
records in Russell County, and they are not 
complete.  Here we run into some confusion by 
reason of there being two John Countses in this 
territory during the early years of its settlement.  
One cannot say which John Counts (John Counts 
of Glade Hollow or his son, John Counts of 
Cleveland) is referred to in all the records. 
 
It is certain that John Counts of Cleveland came to 
Russell County first, and the data presented 
hereinafter will relate chiefly to John Counts of 
Glade Hollow. 
 
On April 28, 1791, John Stacey transferred his 
entry of fifty acres in Glade Hollow to John 
Counts, and on June 30, 1794, John Counts 
withdrew 36 acres of this entry and re-entered it.  
This is very evidently our John Counts of Glade 
Hollow, because he left this land to his son 
George by his will. 
 
On June 26, 1792, the county court entered this 
order:  "On motion it is ordered that John Counts 
be exempted from paying poll tax and county 
levies on account of his age and bodily 
infirmities." 
 
His plantation was further augmented in Glade 
Hollow on August 28, 1792, when Robert 
McFarland and Ann, his wife, conveyed to John 
Counts for the sum of 150 pounds in hand paid 
166 acres on both sides of Glade Hollow.  On 
August 29, 1799, John Counts had 36 acres 
surveyed on the north side of Glade Hollow and 
adjoining the "tract of land on which said Counts 
now lives."  We are now meeting on this old 
Counts farm.  It is very similar to his old 
Hawksbill farm.  Both are in the limestone belt, 
with red clay soil, gently sloping hillsides and 
level bottoms. 
 
We are now approaching the end of this 
patriarch's life.  He sensed this situation and 
began to divide his property among his children.  
On April 3, 1802, he prepared his last will and 
testament.  On July 27 following he and 
Magdeline Counts, his wife, appeared before the 
County Court of Russell County and 
acknowledged a deed to Philip Counts of 

Shenandoah County for a tract of land estimated 
to contain 75 acres, situated on Hawksbill Creek 
in Shenandoah County, and "being a part of the 
tract of land which was conveyed to the said John 
Counts by John Bumgarner" in 1765, containing 
at that time 270 acres, more or less, and from 
which he had conveyed 248 acres, more or less, to 
Sinnet Young, the residue of said original tract 
now being conveyed to his son Philip Counts. 
 
He died just after the turn of the century, and his 
earthly remains were buried at this very spot amid 
the beautiful green hills and vales of Russell 
County.  The exact date of his passing is not now 
known.  On April 27, 1803, his will was presented 
before the Court of Quarterly Sessions for Russell 
County and proven by the oath of John Hargis, a 
witness thereto, and on July 26, 1803, it was again 
presented in court and proven by the oath of 
Duritee Counts, another of the witnesses thereto, 
and ordered recorded.  Who was Duritee Counts, 
a witness to this will? 
 
The following is a complete copy of this will as 
recorded: 
 

WILL OF JOHN COUNTS 
Russell County, Virginia 

Will Book 2, Page 33 
Executed 27 Apr 1803 

 
In the name of God Amen I John Counts Senr. 
Of Russell County and Commonwealth of 
Virginia being old and frail in body, but 
perfect in mind and memory blessed be God 
but Calling to mind the Mortality of my body 
and knowing it is appointed once for all men to 
die I do make and Constitute this my last Will 
and Testament in manner and form following.  
 
And first I give my body to the Earth from 
whence it was taken desiring it may be buried 
in a Christian manner without pomp &c. and 
my soul I give to God who gave it hoping it 
may find peace in the Arms of his Mercy, and 
as touching what worldly Goods or estate 
which I possess I give, devise and bequeath in 
manner following to wit:  
 
Eve Maticks my eldest daughter I give one 
Shilling Mary Rarsnake I give one Shilling  
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Will of John Counts of Glade Hollow 
signed by "X" mark
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John Counts Junr. also I give one Shilling,  
Lissey Willard I give one shilling.  
 
Item, I give to Harry Willard's eldest son 
Martin Willard Catherine my daughter one 
shilling Christian my daughter one shilling, my 
son Phillip one shilling.  
 
Item, I give and bequeath to my son George 
with whom I live the plantation on which we 
live with all appurtenances thereunto 
belonging out of which I am to be maintained 
in a good common manner while I live for 
victuals and cloathing and at my death every 
thing possessed by me shall belong to George 
Counts and to his heirs forever and I do hereby 
revoke and disannul all former wills by me 
made and ratifying and confirming this to be 
my Last Will and Testament.  
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal this third day of April one 
thousand eight hundred & two.  
 
Signed Sealed and delivered published 
and Declared to be my last will in 
the presence of these witnesses.  
 
                                         his 
                          John       X     Counts Sen. (Seal) 
                                      mark 
 
Teste 
          John Hargis 
                   her 
          Lydia X Hargis 
                  mark 
       Duritee X Counts 
 
Of the eight children named in the above will 
nothing further is known of Christine Counts.  A 
Cathe. Countz married Michael Peters in 
Shenandoah County, Virginia, on November 27, 
1786, and this was probably a daughter of our 
John Counts.  Eve Counts married Matthew 
Mattox, and they were living in Shenandoah 
County as late as 1794.  Elizabeth (Lissey in his 
will) Counts married Henry (Harry) Willard, and 
they came to Russell County about 1787 and 
owned land here in 1791.  They sold this land and 
moved away.  They had children, one being 

named Martin Willard.  Nothing further is known 
of these four children of John Counts of Glade 
Hollow. 
 
Mary (Molly) Counts married Jacob Rasnake in 
Shenandoah County on February 25, 1784, and 
within a few years came to Russell County.  They 
lived on a farm in Glade Hollow, about two miles 
east of this spot, and had the following children: 
John, Jacob, Elijah, Margaret (m. Samuel Miller), 
Lazarus, Christina (Crissy) (m. John Fuller), 
Nancy (m. Broady Fields), Mary (Polly) (m. John 
Robinson), and Jonas.  Lazarus Rasnake and Polly 
Robinson moved west.  John Rasnick, late in life, 
moved to Lee County, Virginia, and later to Knox 
County, Kentucky. 
 
Philip Counts continued to live on the old Counts 
farm on Hawksbill in Shenandoah County and 
died there about 1843.  He married Anna Kiser, 
sister of Joseph Kiser, the ancestor of all Kisers of 
Russell County.  They had two children, Jacob 
and Elizabeth.  Elizabeth married Robert Carter, 
and their children later moved to West Virginia 
and Indiana. 
 
John Counts, Jr., lived and died in Cleveland, 
Virginia.  He lived on the north side of Clinch 
River, where his grandson, Joshua J. Counts, lived 
the whole course of his life.  His wife was Peggy 
Kelley, a sister of Elder Edward Kelley, a famous 
Baptist preacher in the early days of Russell 
County.  Their children were Sarah (m. James 
Smith), Joseph, John, James, Christina (Crissa) 
(m. Richard Colley), Elizabeth (m. George L. 
Jessee), Margaret (m. Henry Long), Joshua, 
Nancy (m. Jefferson Jessee), and Ezekiel.  
Margaret Long moved to Iuka, Mississippi, about 
1830, and Joseph Counts moved to the same state 
about 1858.  Both died and were buried there. 
 
George Counts lived on his father's old farm at 
this place until about 1835, when he moved to 
Washington County, Virginia.  He married Eve 
Haynes and had the following children: John, 
Lennox, Philip and Eva (m.  ?  Fleenor).  Philip 
later moved to Carter County, Kentucky, and was 
the ancestor of many prominent citizens of the 
Bluegrass State. 
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On August 27th, 1931, I first visited this old 
Counts farm.  I found it in the possession of Mrs. 
Alice Gray, the widow of Henry F. Gray.  She 
told me that she had lived here 53 years at that 
time - she and her husband having gone to 
housekeeping in an old two-story log house 
known as the "Granny Counts House".  There was 
one room in each story, and a log kitchen stood a 
short distance away.  These old buildings were a 
few feet west of the fine spring that Mrs. Gray 
was using.  The old house had been torn down 
about forty years, and all the other Counts 
buildings had disappeared long since. 
 
She showed me the old John Counts Graveyard on 
this ridge, about 200 yards west of the house.  It 
was in an open field without any fencing or other 
protection.  I removed enough weeds to find 
markers for seven graves, all very old.  The 
markers were made from native limestone slabs, 
and were very old and weather beaten.  I could 
find no inscription on four of the stones, and a 
very little on two others.  On the largest 
headstone, found the following: 
 

"JUNE 25TH 1814 
... 

 MARY COUNTS 
... 

WAS BORN 1722" 
 

John Counts of Glade Hollow was a peaceful 
man.  Few court records mention him, and none to 
his discredit.  He was a farmer and a land owner.  
Wherever he lived he wanted to own his own 
home.  He was evidently a religious man, and two 
of his children belonged to the Reeds Valley 
Baptist Church. 
 
John Counts of Glade Hollow has come into this 
world, run his long race and gone hence to receive 
his reward from his Maker.  He came far in his 
wanderings on this earth, and we should now 
appreciate how wise he was in choosing this 
beautiful Mountain Empire for our homeland.  We 
know he was the connecting link in our ancestry 
from the eighteenth to the nineteenth centuries 
and from the Shenandoah to the Clinch valleys. 
 

The body of John Counts of Glade Hollow has 
lain in an unmarked grave for 145 years.  By his 
side the loved companion and helpmeet of this 
venerable pioneer has slept peacefully through the 
sunshine and storms of 134 years.  Fortunately the 
filial love of a son saved this spot from oblivion 
by erecting this small slab of native limestone 
over his mother's grave.  But for this action long 
ago, we would wander endlessly over these hills 
searching vainly for the graves of our earliest 
ancestors in Russell County.  If George Counts' 
simple monument to his mother has accomplished 
so much for us, is there not something that we can 
do to preserve longer the location of this last 
resting place of this wilderness mother, as well as 
her brave and hardy husband?  The countless 
generations to be born with Counts blood in their 
veins will look to us for some action to save for 
them the thrill of standing here in the centuries to 
come to say with the assurance of definite proof: 
"Our pioneer ancestors, John Counts of Glade 
Hollow and his wife, Mary Magdeline Counts, 
sleep here." 
 
This new granite monument is our answer.  May 
our people strive to keep green the memory of this 
couple until the farthest ages when "time shall be 
no more". 

 

  
Headstone of Mary Magdeline Counts 
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A DEDICATION TO THE DEAD They harnessed rocks and rivers, made the dark woods 

bow; AND A MESSAGE FOR THE LIVING 
They found this but a wilderness - Look at it now! By 
 Emmet Maloy Counts 
Steadfastly moving westward tow'rd the setting sun,  
They were forerunners, and they dared and did and 
won - 

What brings us from our homes and labors far and 
near 

The gesture that we made to them at this far date To stand here at the graveside of this pioneer? 
Seems, at the best, almost too little and too late. We did not come alone to raise a monument, 
 To greet and talk and eat, or just on pleasure bent. 

(Read by Rufus A. Counts - 1948 Counts Reunion) 

View of old John Counts Farm Property Today 
The ridge where this cemetery monument is located is not 
currently owned by the Counts Family, however the 
valley which you see below is owned by John Counts and
Jacob Rasnick descendant Thomas Monk. Just beyond is 
the location of the old homeplace of Jacob Rasnick and 
his wife Mollie Counts, still owned by Tom's mother,
Elizabeth Rasnake Monk. 

John and Mary Counts Monument 
Glade Hollow

 
We came here from an urge, somewhat instinctively, 
To see where lies the founder of our family - 
Like long-strayed children with a sort of yearning torn 
To look again upon the spot where they were born. 
 
Also, there is another thing to celebrate - 
This is the birthplace of a part of ev'ry state: 
Uncounted sinews of our country's worth and pow'r 
Sprang from the homestead nearby where we're met 
this hour. 
 
So let us come to reaffirm our confidence 
In all our forebears strove and builded for, and hence 
Recapture something of their spirit and their dreams - 
Our heritage is so much greater than it seems! 
 
Here rest in peace the bones of old Glade Hollow 
John, 
As they have rested since thrice fifty years agone 
Through change, and as the generations came and 
passed, 
Through summer balm and through winter's frigid 
blast. 
 
He will sleep on, know nothing of our stewardship; 
Forever closed his eyes and ears, and sealed his lips. 
Let us be true to him and to his memory 
Who can't return today to hear and speak and see. 
 
We dedicate to him and Mary Counts, his wife, 
Who walked with him and shared with him his rugged 
life - 
We consecrate this offering, this shaft of stone, 
Years overdue for them who've lain so long alone. 
 
They came out here when this was but a border space 
Which fronted the unknown - a wild, unsettled place, 
With bears and wolves and savages that stalked their 
way - 
And we think we have troubles in this modern day! 
 
They were a part and parcel of that hardy crew 
That hewed out this America for me - for you - 
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